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TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

UNCLAS STATE 120470 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: ASEC, PINS, CASC, SOCI, CO 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE: CURTIS CASE 

1 . FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED MAY 23 FOR 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN TO USE ON IF-ASKED BASIS: 

"SUBJECT: RELEASE OF KIDNAPPED BEATRICE FOODS EXECUTIVE 
GUSTAVO CURTIS IN COLOMBIA 

QUESTION: HAS THE BEATRICE FOODS EXECUTIVE GUSTAVO CURTIS 
BEEN RELEASED? 

ANSWER: MR. CURTIS WAS RELEASED UNHARMED IN BOGOTA ON 
MAY 19. THE US GOVERNMENT JOINS THE CURTIS 
FAMILY AND THE BEATRICE FOODS COMPANY IN WELCOM- 
ING HIS SAFE RELEASE AFTER HIS EIGHT MONTH 
ORDEAL. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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QUESTION: CAN YOU TELL US WHO KIDNAPPED MR. CURTIS? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT HAVE ANY INFORMATION AT THIS TIME ON 
THE IDENTITY OF MR. CURTIS’ KIDNAPPERS. 

QUESTION: HOW WAS CURTIS' RELEASE SECURED? WAS RANSOM 
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PAID? 

ANSWER: MR. CURTIS' COMPANY HANDLED THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR 
HIS RELEASE. I WOULD, THEREFORE, REFER ANY 
QUESTIONS ON SUCH NEGOTIATIONS TO BEATRICE 
FOODS. 

QUESTION: I UNDERSTAND THAT THE NEGOTIATORS WERE ARRESTED 
BY COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES. WHAT CAN YOU TELL US 
ABOUT THIS? 

ANSWER: WE UNDERSTAND THAT SEVERAL PERSONS HAVE BEEN 
ARRESTED BY COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES. HOWEVER, 

NONE OF THOSE ARRESTED WERE AMERICAN. 

QUESTION: WHAT ROLE DID THE USG PLAY IN THIS AFFAIR? 

ANSWER: THROUGHOUT THE INCIDENT OUR EMBASSY IN BOGOTA 
KEPT IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH BOTH COLOMBIAN AUTHOR- 
ITIES AND OFFICIALS OF BEATRICE FOODS. IN 
ADDITION, THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS KEPT THE 
CURTIS FAMILY HERE IN THE UNITED STATES INFORMED 
OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CASE." 

2. TO DATE THE MEDIA HAVE ASKED NO QUESTIONS ON CURTIS' 

CASE. VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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